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History. This UPDATE printing publishes a
n e w  A r m y  r e g u l a t i o n .  T h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  h a s
been reorganized to make it compatible with
the Army electronic database. No content has
been changed.
Summary. This regulation prescribes Army
policies and command responsibilities for the
use of intermodal assets to optimize the use

of strategic sealift and improve force closure
time, that is, the time to move the force to
the port of debarkation. This regulation es-
tablishes requirements for container use, and
responsibilities for training, managing assets,
facilities, handling capabilities, and doctrine.
Applicability. Provisions of this regulation
apply to the Active Army, the Army National
Guard, and the U.S. Army Reserve.
P r o p o n e n t  a n d  e x c e p t i o n  a u t h o r i t y .
Not applicable.
A r m y  m a n a g e m e n t  c o n t r o l  p r o c e s s .
This regulation is not subject to the require-
ments of AR 11–2. It does not contain inter-
nal control provisions.
Supplementation. Supplementation of this
r e g u l a t i o n  a n d  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  c o m m a n d
and local forms are prohibited without prior
a p p r o v a l  f r o m  H Q D A  ( D A L O – T S M ) ,
WASH, DC 20310–0562.
Interim changes. Interim changes to this
regulation are not official unless they are au-
thenticated by the Administrative Assistant to

the Secretary of the Army. Users will destroy
interim changes on their expiration dates un-
less sooner superseded or rescinded.

S u g g e s t e d  I m p r o v e m e n t s .  T h e  p r o p o -
nent agency of this regulation is the Office of
the Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics. Users
are invited to send comments and suggested
improvements on DA Form 2028 (Recom-
mended Changes to Publications and Blank
F o r m s )  d i r e c t l y  t o  H Q D A  ( D A L O – T S M ) ,
WASH, DC 20310–0562.

Distribution. Distribution of this publica-
tion is made in accordance with the require-
ments on DA Form 12–09–E, block number
5077, intended for command levels C, D, and
E for Active Army, and D for ARNG and
USAR.
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1. Purpose
This regulation provides responsibilities, policies, and procedures
for Army use of intermodal container systems, primarily sealift, and
implements the policies, procedures, and responsibilities contained
in DOD Directive 4500.37 (app B). This regulation requires the
rational, standard application of containerization to support strategic
m o b i l i t y .  C o n t a i n e r i z a t i o n  i s  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  i n t e r m o d a l i s m ,
which permits the rapid movement of goods from origin to destina-
tion with minimum handling, using airlift, sealift, highway, and rail
transport.

2. References
Related publications are listed in appendix A.

3. Explanation of abbreviations and terms
Abbreviations and special terms used in this regulation are ex-
plained in the glossary.

4. Responsibilities
a. The Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics (DCSLOG) will—
(1) Establish programs to provide funding to procure common

user and Army–owned containers and intermodal assets.
(2) Establish and provide interpretations of Army containeriza-

tion policy.
( 3 )  P e r i o d i c a l l y  r e v i e w  a n d  u p d a t e  t h i s  A r m y  r e g u l a t i o n ,  a s

necessary.
(4) Monitor the Army program for compliance with this regula-

tion and correct deficiencies.
b .  T h e  C o m m a n d i n g  G e n e r a l ,  F o r c e s  C o m m a n d  ( C G ,

FORSCOM), will—
(1) Provide guidance to active and reserve component units on

containerization requirements.
(2) Plan and train for mobilization and deployment of Army unit

equipment and containerizable wheeled vehicles using American
National Standards Institute (ANSI) and International Organization
for Standardization (ISO) standard containers.

(3) Plan, program, and monitor mobilization station and installa-
tion container loading and handling capability.

(4) Plan and train to stuff containers at mobilization stations and
installations.

(5) Train units to respond to containerization instructions in port
calls.

(6) Train units to block, brace, and tie down equipment on inter-
modal assets.

(7) Provide appropriate cargo category code for Army unit equip-
ment and vehicles when producing the Army Type Unit Characteris-
tics files.

(8) Support peacetime containerization training and the use of
commercial containers, flatracks, seasheds, and other intermodal as-
sets in exercises.

(9) Support and coordinate levels of containerization directed by
warfighting commanders–in–chief.

c. The Commanding General, U.S. Army Training and Doctrine
Command (CG, TRADOC), will—

(1) Establish container doctrine and level of training required for
proficiency.

(2) Determine requirement for Army–owned ANSI/ISO compati-
ble, but unique containers for unit equipment.

d .  T h e  C o m m a n d i n g  G e n e r a l ,  M i l i t a r y  T r a f f i c  M a n a g e m e n t
Command (CG, MTMC), will—

(1) Act as the DOD Single Manager for Military Traffic, Land
Transportation, and Common–User Ocean Terminals per DODD
5160.53.

(2) Determine Army container and container handling equipment
requirements (types and numbers) to support Army contingency,
exercise, and peacetime operations.

(3) Assist in identifying in the Equipment Characteristics File
containerizable Army unit equipment and vehicles.

(4) Manage and monitor the status of DOD–owned and commer-
cial intermodal surface containers in common user service while
these containers are in the Defense Transportation System.

(5) Determine the container requirements, inventory, and asset
availability to meet contingencies, mobilization, and deployment.

(6) Provide systems and operations analysis and transportation
e n g i n e e r i n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  A r m y  c o n t a i n e r i z a t i o n  a n d  i n t e r m o d a l
activities.

(7) Coordinate procedures so that a unit’s equipment, when cal-
led to port, is prepared for shipment aboard the type of vessel
(roll–on, roll–off, breakbulk, or containership) available for lift. This
will include guidance on containerizing wheeled vehicles.

e. The Commanding General, United States Army Materiel Com-
mand (AMC), will procure standard ANSI/ISO or ANSI/ISO–com-
patible containers for use as Army unit equipment or DOD–owned
common user equipment as evaluated by TRADOC and the con-
tainer manager, MTMC.

5. Goals and objectives
a. The Army goal is to optimize use of strategic lift, focusing

primarily on sealift, to improve force closure time for unit equip-
ment and sustainment supplies and meet national defense objectives.

b. The Army objectives are to—
(1) Optimize the use of origin–to–destination containerization to

support peacetime, war planning, transition to war, and wartime
Army transportation requirements.

(2) Develop origin, in–transit, destination, and force structure
c o n t a i n e r i z a t i o n  c a p a b i l i t i e s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  A r m y  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n
requirements.

(3) Review regularly Army container requirements against com-
mercial availability and capability to ensure an adequate number of
containers are available on a timely basis to support peacetime and
wartime requirements.

(4) Maintain unit integrity by keeping a unit’s equipment to-
gether in the same container or the same ship.

6. Policy
A r m y  c o n t a i n e r i z a t i o n  e f f o r t s  a r e  g u i d e d  b y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
principles:

a. Optimize the containerization of Army unit equipment (UE) to
reduce force closure time, to meet the needs of the supported theater
commander–in–chief, and to reduce transportation costs.

b. The 20 foot long by 81⁄2 foot high by 8 foot wide ANSI and
ISO container is the primary size container for unit equipment
shipments. Larger containers may be used in contingency or mobili-
zation operations. However, user capability to handle and transport
these containers shall be the overriding consideration; for example,
w h a t  i s  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o r  c a p a c i t y  o f  c o n t a i n e r – h a n d l i n g
equipment?

c. Stuff Army UE in containers at origin or nearest containeriza-
tion consolidation point.

d. Stuff all sustainment items (resupply) at origin, for example,
depot, contractor facility, or containerization consolidation point.

e. Design Army transportation infrastructure and assets to supple-
m e n t  c o m m e r c i a l  c o n t a i n e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c a p a b i l i t y  a n d  e n s u r e
origin–to–destination handling ability.

f. Achieve rapid and forward container unstuffing (unloading)
and the return (retrograde) of containers.

g. Develop doctrine and train for containerization at all levels.
h. Maintain ANSI/ISO container standards to ensure compatibil-

ity with the commercial intermodal transportation system.
i .  C o n t a i n e r s  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  e q u i p m e n t  m a y  b e  p r o c u r e d  o r

leased under conditions established in DOD Directive 4500.37.
j. Use containers in peacetime to train for transition to war, to

meet mission requirements, and to reduce transportation cost.
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Appendix A
References

Related Publications

A related publication is merely a source of additional information.
The user does not have to read it to understand this regulation.

AR 55–1
CONEX/MILVAN Equipment Control, Utilization, and Reporting

AR 55–355
Defense Traffic Management Regulation

AR 56–1
Use of Intermodal Containers, Special Purpose Vans, and Tactical
Shelters

AR 220–10
Preparation for Oversea Movement of Units

DODD 3224.1
Engineering for Transportability

DODD 4500.9
Transportation and Traffic Management

DOD Regulation 4500.32
Military Standard Transportation and Movement Procedures

DOD Regulation 5160.53
Single Manager Assignments for Military Traffic, Land
Transportation, and Common–User Ocean Terminals

DODD 4500.37
Management of the DOD Intermodal Container System

FM 55–10
Movement Control in a Theater of Operations

FM 55–60
Army Terminal Operations

FM 55–65
Strategic Deployment by Surface Transportation

TB 55–46–1
Standard Characteristics for Transportability of Military Vehicles
and Equipment
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Glossary

Section I
Abbreviations

AMC
United States Army Materiel Command

ANSI
American National Standards Institute

ARNG
Army National Guard

CINC
Commander in Chief

DA
Department of the Army

DCSLOG
Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics

DOD
Department of Defense

DODD
Department of Defense Directive

FORSCOM
Forces Command

ISO
International Standards Organization

MSC
Military Sealift Command

MTMC
Military Traffic Management Command

ODCSLOG
O f f i c e  o f  t h e  D e p u t y  C h i e f  o f  S t a f f  f o r
Logistics

TRADOC
United States Army Training and Doctrine
Command

UE
unit equipment

USAR
United States Army Reserve

Section II
Terms

ANSI
A non–government organization established
by the various trades to provide uniformity in
the characteristics of consumer goods. The
ANSI MH–5 committee was formed in 1958
to establish specifications and the basis for
standard size containers for use in the United
States. ANSI, which has headquarters in New
York City, provides U.S. representation at the
ISO.

ANSI/ISO Standards
Established standards for the design and con-
s t r u c t i o n  o f  c o n t a i n e r s  u s e d  i n  i n t e r m o d a l
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m s  w i t h  r e c o m m e n d e d
procedures and specifications for their test-
ing. The Department of Defense adheres to
these standards to the maximum practical ex-
tent. The ANSI/ISO standard nominal exte-
rior dimensions for surface containers are 8
feet wide; 8 to 9 feet, 6 inches in height; and
vary in length from 5 to 53 feet. The stand-
ard nominal lengths are 20 feet and 40 feet.

Breakbulk ship
A  s h i p  w i t h  c o n v e n t i o n a l  h o l d s  f o r  t h e
stowage of breakbulk cargo, below or above
deck, and equipped with cargo handling gear.
Such ships may also be capable of carrying a
limited number of containers above or below
deck secured by conventional methods.

Container
An article of transport equipment having an
interior volume of 400 cubic feet or more
and designed to facilitate and optimize carry-
ing of goods by one or more modes of trans-
p o r t a t i o n  w i t h o u t  i n t e r m e d i a t e  h a n d l i n g  o f
the contents. It is equipped with features per-
mitting its ready handling and transfer be-
t w e e n  m o d e s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  C o n t a i n e r s
m a y  b e  f u l l y  e n c l o s e d  w i t h  o n e  o r  m o r e
doors, open top, tank, refrigerated, open rack,
gondola, and other designs. Included in this
definition are modules or clusters so con-
figured that they can be coupled to form an
integral unit with an internal capacity of 400
cubic feet or more, whether moved singly or
in multiplex configuration.

Containerization
The use of containers to unitize cargo for
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  s u p p l y ,  a n d  s t o r a g e .  C o n -
t a i n e r i z a t i o n  i n c o r p o r a t e s  s u p p l y ,  s e c u r i t y ,
packaging, storage, and transportation into a
distribution system from source to user.

Defense Transportation System
The collection of transportation facilities and
services consisting of military–controlled ter-
m i n a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  M i l i t a r y  A i r l i f t  C o m -
m a n d – c o n t r o l l e d  a i r l i f t ,  M i l i t a r y  S e a l i f t
Command–controlled sealift, and any other
G o v e r n m e n t – c o n t r o l l e d  a i r  o r  s u r f a c e
transportation.

Destination
T h e  p l a c e  a t  w h i c h  c o n t a i n e r  m o v e m e n t
ceases. It may be with the ultimate user or
consumer of the container lading, at a retail
supply point, or at a consolidation and distri-
bution point in the theater of operations.

Flatrack
Topless, sideless ISO container. When loaded
side–by–side in containership cells, multiple
flatracks can be used between decks to ac-
commodate over–width cargo.

Force closure
The point in time when a deployable unit
arrives in theater of operations.

Full containership
A ship specially constructed and equipped to
c a r r y  o n l y  c o n t a i n e r s  w i t h o u t  a s s o c i a t e d
equipment in all available cargo spaces, ei-
ther below or above deck. The ship may or
may not be a self–sustaining containership.

General cargo MILVAN
DOD–owned intermodal container usually 20
feet by 8 feet by 8 feet with plywood liners
used for transporting general military cargo.

Intermodal container
A  c a r g o – c a r r y i n g  s t r u c t u r e  d e s i g n e d  w i t h
c o m m o n  h a n d l i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t o  p e r m i t
and facilitate transhipping among the air, rail,
highway, and sea modes of transportation.

Intermodalism
Providing a product with common transporta-
tion characteristics so that the product can be
t r a n s f e r r e d ,  w i t h  l i m i t e d  h a n d l i n g ,  a m o n g
more than one transport mode (air, rail, high-
way, or sea) without being broken down or
reaggregated.

ISO
An international body, representing over 60
national committees, which promotes the de-
velopment of worldwide standards. ISO facil-
i t a t e s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x c h a n g e  o f  g o o d s  a n d
services and develops mutual cooperation in
the areas of intellectual, scientific, technolog-
ical, and economic activity. ISO has pub-
lished standards for dimensions, ratings, and
construction of freight containers. The head-
quarters of ISO are in Geneva, Switzerland.

MILVAN
A  m i l i t a r y – o w n e d  d e m o u n t a b l e  c o n t a i n e r ,
conforming to United States and international
standards, operated in a centrally controlled
fleet to move military cargo. This term is
synonymous with “container” and “van”,
but specifies military ownership or control.
There are two types of MILVANS currently
in use, general cargo and restraint.

Non self–sustaining containership
A  c o n t a i n e r s h i p  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a
b u i l t – i n  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  o f f – l o a d  o r  o n – l o a d
containers and requires port crane service to
perform this function.

Origin
T h e  b e g i n n i n g  p o i n t  o f  a  s h i p m e n t .  T h i s
point can be a military, other Government
activity, or commercial vendor where deploy-
ment or resupply begins.

Partial containership
A ship with a portion of its cargo space spe-
cially designed and equipped for the exclu-
sive carriage of containers without associated
e q u i p m e n t .  R e m a i n d e r  o f  c a r g o  s p a c e  i s
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  n o n c o n t a i n e r i z e d  c a r g o .  T h i s

16                                          AR 56–4 • 1 September 1990



ship may or may not be a self–sustaining
containership.

QUADCON
A quadruple container box 57.5 inches long
by 96 inches wide by 96 inches high with a
s t e e l  f r a m e ,  p a l l e t  b a s e ,  a n d  I S O  c o r n e r
blocks. Four of these boxes can be lashed
together to form a 20–foot ANSI/ISO inter-
modal container.

Restraint MILVAN
M I L V A N  w i t h  a  m e c h a n i c a l  l o a d  b r a c i n g
system designed for transporting ammunition.

Seashed
An oversized, open–top structure used as a
s h i p  i n s e r t ,  w i t h  a  h i n g e d  w o r k – t h r o u g h
floor, used to adapt commercial container-
ships to carry military vehicles and outsized
breakbulk cargo.

Self–sustaining containership
A containership that has a built–in capability
to offload containers.

Supported CINC
The commander having primary responsibil-
ity for all aspects of a task assigned in the
Joint Strategic Capabilities Plan or otherwise;
t h e  c o m m a n d e r  w h o  o r i g i n a t e s  o p e r a t i o n s
plans in response to requirements of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff.

Supporting CINC
A  c o m m a n d e r  w h o  p r o v i d e s  a u g m e n t a t i o n
forces or other support to a supported com-
mander or develops a supporting plan.

Stuffing
The packing of cargo into a container.

Theater
T h e  g e o g r a p h i c  a r e a  o u t s i d e  t h e  U n i t e d
States for which a commander of a unified or
s p e c i f i e d  c o m m a n d  h a s  m i l i t a r y
responsibility.

Unstuffing
The removal of cargo from a container (also
referred to as stripping).

Wheeled/tracked vehicles
Military combat, transportation, and supply
vehicles, including tanks, armored personnel
carriers, trucks, and construction equipment.
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